Post-Apostolic Age I


I.
GREAT PERSECUTIONS



A.
Reason for:
(1) Anti-social  
(2) Anti-state  

(3)Atheism—Lacked images 



(4)   Break down class system 
Calamities


(6)   Cannibalism





(7)   Injured idol trade

(8)   Internal emphasis misunderstood.

(9)   Opposed pagan religions

(10)  Doctrines foolish and unreasonable 


(11)“Religio Illicita” Religion not licensed

B.     Major areas:



1.
Jewish:




a.
Barcochba Revolt—135 AD.  



Barcochba, a false Messiah, aroused 



Palestinian Jews to revolt against 



Rome.  Killed Christians who wouldn’t 


follow.  Hadrian suppressed it.




b.
After this, Jewish persecutions were 



non-physical, i.e. literary.



2.
 Roman:




a.
Trajan (98-117)

(i)      Letter from Pliny 




(ii)
Official crime to be a Christian, 


punishable by 
death.

b.
Libelatici:  People who would bribe officials to give false certificates that they had sacrificed. It was necessary to possess a Certificate of sacrifice to gods in order to escape punishment by state authorities.     



c.
Marcus Aurelius (161-180)




(i)      Recommended use of torture and 


inquisition.




(ii)    Large persecution in Gaul. 



(iii)   Christianity became more aggressive.



d.
Septimius Severus (193-211)—Legislation 


against spread of Christianity and Judaism.



e.
Maximinius (235-238)




(i)      Persecuted Christian authorities.




(ii)    Origen escaped his persection. 



f.
Decian-Valerian (249-260)




(i)      First empire-wide persecution.




(ii)    Multitudes martyred, including Cyprian.



g.
Diocletian (284-313)




(i)      2nd empire-wide persecution (303-311).




(ii)    Attempt to restore glory of Rome, edicts 

passed against Christians—Churches burned, 

Bibles burned, forced pagan worship.

(iii)
In East, Galerius decreed sacrifice to gods.  1000s died in two year reign of terror.  In 311, first real edict of toleration on deathbed.  No more persecutions of this scope. 


C.     Literary Attacks

1.
Jewish Attacks--Trypho—Denies Christ’s Messiahship; makes evil remarks about Christians.



2.
Pagan Attacks:




a.    Christianity very rarely mentioned in 1st 

Century AD.  Mentioned by Tacitus, 



Suetonius, Pliny. 




 b.
Celsus—“A True Discourse.”





(i)  Contra scripture; attacks all aspects 


of the Christian life.  Insists 




Christianity not supernatural, but 



irrational. 





(ii)  Benefits from:  Bore witness to 



antiquity of gospel writings, and 



acknowledged many supernatural 



events in Christ’s life.

c.
Porphyry (232/3-c. 305)—Neo-Platonist:  Attacked apparent contradictions between Old Testament and New Testament, attacked Daniel, criticized Jesus.  Major areas of attack: Against Christ, the whole Christian system, and Christians. 


D.
Literary Defenses of Christianity—Apologetic.



1.
Value of Apologetics




a.
Strengthened faith of the Christians.




b.
Advanced theological studies.




c.
Made Christianity clear to paganism.



2.
Against Jews:




a.
Justin Martyr—“Dialogue with 



Trypho” a Jew. 




(i)      Describes his own conversion





(ii)    Describes nature of soul.





(iii)   Prophecy is the basis of 




knowledge.






(iv)  Salvation only through Christ.



    
(v)  Answers charge of contradictions 


in the Bible. 



b.
Tertullian(AD 160-225)“
An Answer to the Jews:”   Maintains the key to Jewish error is in their confusion of the two advents.

2.
Against Pagans:



a.
Tatian—“Oration to Greeks” (AD 172)—


Denunciatory apology ridicules every pagan 


practice and belief by a former pagan sophist. 
b.
Athenagoras (AD 180)—“Apology to Marcus Aurelius”—Similar to Justin, very conciliatory. 



c.
Justin Martyr—“First Apology of Justin”—


Addressed to Antoninus Pius and Marcus Aurelius 

in three parts.  Comprehensive answer to all pagan 

charges.  Presents Christianity in true light. 

E. Summary of the Defenses.

1.
Negative



a.
Pagan doctrines and pantheism foolish.



b.
Pagan philosophy over head of common man and 

self-contradictory.



c.
Plato and Aristotle have a preparation 


for Christianity.


2.
Positive



a.
In Christianity, Old Testament prophecy and 

typology fulfilled.



b.
Jesus’ miracles attest reality.



c.
Christianity had leavening moral effect on society.



d.
Rapid spread by moral and spiritual means alone.



e.
Christianity reasonable.



f.
Christianity adaptable to man’s deepest needs. 

II.
The Church Struggles


A.    Schismatic Movements


1.
Montanism(2nd half of 2nd Century):  A hyper-

puritanical movement,
 protests against the laxity 

in morals caused by gnosticism and paganism,  

against the hierarchical structure.  Arose in 


Phrygia about 135-160.  Founder Montanus;  

prophetesses Priscilla and Miximilla.  Doctrine of 

the Paraclete supercedes the apostles teaching; 

received Divine revelation in ecstatic state

2.
Novatianism:  Striving for ecclesiastical purity.  Orignated by Novatian who opposed the laxity in readmitting those who denied the faith during the Decian (c AD 250) persecution.  Was strong in North Africa.  Emphasized discipline.  Baptismal regeneration. 


3.
Donatists:  Arose after the Diocletian 


persecution in opposition to the laxity in 


church discipline.  They stigmatized those who 

gave up the Scriptures as traditores.  Began 


in Carthage, spread over North Africa.  May 


be called the High Churchmen of the Fifth 


Century.  Prominent characteristic—rebaptism.


B.
Heretical Movements:



1.
Jewish sects:




a.
Judaizers (relatively orthodox)





(i)     Still bound by Mosaic law.





(ii)    Kept fellowship with Christians.





(iii)   Essentially Christian foundation, 


but gradually lost sight of fundamentals 


and made non-essentials essential. 




b.
Ebionites (“poor, humble”)





(i)      Practiced degraded form of 



Christianity.





(ii)    Necessity of law and ritual for
 


salvation.





(iii)   Chief heresy:  Christ came upon 


Jesus at his baptism and left at his 



death. (similar to Valentinianism)



(iv)   Separated from Judaizers in 3rd 



and 4th Centuries.


2.
Pagan Sects:



a.
Gnosticism:




(i)      Characteristics:




1.
God is wholly transcendent—Revealed 


Himself by way of emanations.




2.
Docetism—Jesus “seemed” to be God.




3.
Dualism—Matter is evil, hence world 


created by Demiurge.




4.
Soteriology—Salvation by knowledge.




5.
Sin is bondage to matter.   




(ii)
Effects on Christianity

1. Church set up standards. 

2. Systematizing of Christian doctrine.
3.      Rise of liturgy. 




4.      Promoted asceticism.  

    

b.
Manichaeanism:  Gnosticism with a few 
Christian elements and many oriental elements.  
Manichaeas tried to reconcile Christianity with 
Persian Zorastrianism.  Dualistic.



c.
Monarchianism:  Reduced the Trinity to unity.  

Root of Unitarianism.




(i)
Dynamic:  Denied deity of Jesus.  Later 

called Adoptionists (Jesus adopted as Son of 

God.)  Chief Advocate:  Paul of Samosata. 
(ii)
Modalistic:  No distinction in the Trinity.  Called:

1.
Patripassianism:  Noetus and Praxeas believed that the Father was born as Jesus Christ, becoming the Son.

2.
Sabellianism:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit different modes of one God.  Originator: Sabbelius. 2nd Century.  
Summary of the Development of the Canon


A.

Heresy

1.
Marcion (b. AD 100) held gnostic view that Old Testament Creator-God was evil, but the New Testament God was good.  Believed Luke and ten of Paul’s epistles were scripture 
(Paul set up an antithesis between Law and Gospel).  



2.
Muratorian Canon (AD 190)




B.

Persecution

During the persecutions, books were burned.  If not scripture, didn’t want persecution for just a book.


C.

By AD 367, Canon same as today.

