Famous Monks and Saints II

I.
Anselm of Canterbury—1033-1109—Father of scholasticism.  Hierarchical.  Ontological argument for the existence of God elaborated in his “Proslogium,”  satisfaction theory of the atonement in his “Cur Deus Homo?” The evangelical view is chiefly forensic:  the demand that a penalty for sin was satisfied through payment; Anselm’s view was that Christ’s death was a voluntary discharge of man’s obligation; an equitable satisfaction of obedience to the Law which adequately offset any debt which man incurred
 Differed from Scotus Eriugena and agreed with later scholastics in the following particulars:


A.
Unconditional submission to ecclesiastical authority.

B.
Socratic method of argument. Use of dialogues: proposing arguments, then questioning them  Used Platonism and Neo-Platonism, but not dominated by these modes of  thought.

C.
Realist, (From Plato: The scholastic doctrine that universals exist independently of their being thought. This is opposed to nominalism, the doctrine that the various objects labeled by the same term have nothing in common but their name.) but not so near pantheism as Scotus Eriugena.

II.
Roscellinus advanced nominalism.

A.
Universals mere mental abstractions formed from contemplation of individuals, mere names.

B.
Assuming orthodox doctrine of tri personality of God head, maintained that these there persons have each a distinct subsistence, yet are absolutely the same in will and power.

III.
Realism, in a more decided form than that of Anselm, was popularly taught by William of Champeaux, 1070-1121.  Bishop of Chalons.
IV.
Abelard – 1079-1142:

A.
Attempt to mediate between the nominalism of Roscellinus and the extreme realism of William of Champeaux.  He insisted that universals exist not in words as such (voices), but in words employed to express thought (sermons).  In contrast to William’s contention that the universal in its totality dwells in each individual object, he insisted that the universal is that whose nature it is to be predicated of several objects.

B.
Combated the extreme realistic position that universals have an independent existence before the individuals (Platonic ideas). 

C.
“Sic et Non” arrays authorities one against the other to exhibit the worthlessness of human authority.  A sceptic.  Inclined to reject absolute authority of church.  Right and duty of investigator.

V.
Peter Lombard (ca. 1160)  “Four books of Sentences” convenient handbook of orthodox scholasticism.  Textbook in many universities for centuries.

VI.
Medieval Arabian Philosophy:  Vigorous New Platonized Aristotelianism:  Arabic philosophers who had greatest influence on medieval Christian thought:  AVEMPACE, Arabic Ibn Bajja, d. 1138, Spanish-Arab philosopher. ABUBACER, Ibn Tufayli´ben toofāl´, d. 1185/86?, 12th-century Spanish-Arab philosopher and physician, b. near Granada.. AVERROES. (1128-1198) Greatest Arabic defender of Aristotilian philosophy.  Tremendously influencial on Thomas Aquinas.  Influence of Jewish speculative philosophy which had been influenced by Arabic learning:  Cabbala, Avicebron, d.1080 and Moses Maimonides (1135-1204) Spanish-born Jewish philosopher and physician. The greatest medieval Jewish scholar, he codified the Talmud and in Guide for the Perplexed (1190) attempted to reconcile Aristotelian philosophy with Jewish theology.
VII.
St Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) 

A.
Francis was the founder of the order of the Franciscans, friars (not cloistered) and manifested a new mysticism independent of the monastic mysticism of the Desert Fathers (i.e., Anthony).


B.
Born of a merchant family in central Italy

C.
While on his way to Rome to fight in the papal armies, he had a vision that changed his life.

1.
He exchanged his fine clothes for the rags of a poor man; prayed incessantly and continued to receive visions of Jesus.

2.
In church of St Damian, he heard a voice coming 
from the crucifix: “Francis, repair my house which is falling into ruin”

D.
He responded to the vision by selling what he had, including some of the family possessions (prompting his father to disown him) and gave to the poor.  He survived by begging and went to live with lepers (he was said to heal their sores by kissing them).

E.
He embraced Lady Poverty, gained a following (which forced him to write a simple “rule”), referred to the body as “Brother Ass” and established the Friars Minor, or “Little Brothers.”

F. He was no starry-eyed dreamer.  He was able to get the Pope to approve his order, was a fiery preacher of repentance (“he did not know how to touch the faults of others, only lance them”), and had an audience with the Muslim Saladin who pronounced him as a “holy” man.

His appreciation of nature was due to his ability to see God in all things (bordered on pantheism—due to neo-platonic thinking of the time).  Wrote “Canticle of the Creatures.”

VIII.
Alexander of Hales, d. 1245, the “Irrefragable Dr.”  (Impossible to refute or controvert) First to make full use of Aristotle.  Franciscan.  Believed in the Immaculate conception.  Believed in withholding cup from laity.  “Indelible character” of baptism, confirmation, and ordination.  Distinguished between attrition (sorrow for sin proceeding from fear of punishment), and contrition (from love to God).  Attrition considered sufficient.  Pope supreme earthly authority.  Moderate realist.

IX. Bonaventure, the “Seraphic (Spanish) doctor” d. 1274:  Neo-Platonic influence.  Denied Immaculate conception.  Sought rational grounds for each position taken not just church authority.  Baptism thought to communicate supernatural virtues.

X.
Thomas Aquinas:  The “Angelic Doctor” d. 1274.  His “Summa Theologicae”  of highest rank in Roman Catholic Church.  Exploited Aristotle.  Absolute subserviency to ecclesiastical authority.  Moderate realist.  Demonstration of existence of God very thorough with his Cosmological and Teleological Proofs.


 A.
Cosmological Proof of God’s Existence

1.
Every event in the world is caused by some event prior to it.

2.
Either (a) the series of causes is infinite, or (b) the series of causes goes back to a first cause, which is 
itself uncaused.

3.
But an infinite series of causes is impossible.

4.
Therefore, a first cause, which is God , exists.


B.
David Hume’s (18th Century) Criticism

1.
No good reason to affirm the first premise because there is no a priori that every event is caused.

2.
No set of observations can establish a posteriori
3.
The third premise was false:  why is an infinite series of causes impossible? (There seems to be the need by the human mind to impose a “beginning.”

4.
Even if premise 1-3 were valid, would not prove the Christian God.

C.
Reply:  Though an infinite series of causes cannot be ruled out, a hierarchical system of dependencies cannot admit to an infinite regress.
XI.
Albertus Magnus, d. 1280, the “Universal Doctor.”  Influenced by Arabs, Arabic philosopher Avicenna and Jewish Moses Maimonides.  Universals he regarded as existing 
before the thing (in the divine mind), in the thing, and after the thing.  He sought thus to combine what was true in realism, nominalism and conceptualism Dominican?

XII.
John Duns Scotus, the “Subtle Doctor” d. 1308.  British, Franciscan.  Defended immaculate conception of Mary against Dominicans.  Obediently took convent in Cologne. 
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