Famous Monks and Saints I


I.
Evangelism of the British Isles



A.
Patrick (b. 389)




1.
Irish pirates capture and enslave 16-yr old Patrick




2.
Escape to Italy and return to Britain

3. Patrick’s return to Ireland



B.
Columba (b. 521), Scotland




1.
Dedicated to monastic life in Ireland; becomes 



first a deacon, then a priest.

2. Left Ireland c. 562 for Iona off Scotland



C.
Columban (543), continent of Europe.

1. Left Bangor with 12 for Merovingian realms

2. Founded monasteries with stricter rules than Benedict.


II.
Benedict of Nursia (AD 480-542) He was an Italian



A.
Went to study in Rome but became disinterested



B.
Fed up with vice, became a hermit at age 20.



C.
At age 50, moved to Monte Casino




1.
Destroyed temple to Apollo




2.
Founded a monastery
Sought after by many because he maintained an air of quiet peace.  He remained a layman all his life, but bishops and priests would consult him for his opinions.



D.
Believed best life is that of a cenobitic:  Envisioned 



monastic life that was self-contained and self supporting.




1.
“Benedictine Rule”:  Balanced life consisting of 


prayer, meditation, religious reading, outdoor 



work, and nourishing food.  



2.
Rule promoted by Pope Gregory, Charlemagne


III.
Gregory the Great (AD 540-604)



A.
Studied in Rome



B.
Family deeply faithful, mother adopted monastic 



life after father’s death, later canonized as a saint.



C.
Marked administrative ability led to a civic 




appointment from the Emperor



D.
Became papal representative in Constantinople



E.
Concerned about large number of monophysites separated 


from the Catholic Church



F.
586, became secretary to Pope; 590 elected as Pope




1.
Responsible for feeding the poor, repaired church 



facilities in Rome, made peace with Lombards

3. Attempted church reforms in Frankish domains, 

mission to Britain, insisted on Roman primacy.

4. Introduced changes in liturgy; may have initiated 

Gregorian chant.

5. Took great interests in monastic life and theology

Barbarians burned Benedict’s monastery and the monks fled to Rome.  It was through them that Gregory learned of Benedict’s Rule.  He sent 41 reluctant Benedictine monks to England to evangelize the Anglo-Saxons—one of these monks was Augustine of Canterbury.  Gregory identified purgatory as a place or state between heaven and earth where God would purge people from sins (2 Maccabees 12, 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, 2 Corinthians 5:9-11 ).  He took this idea from Augustine of Hippo.  He also taught that God’s forgiveness sometimes required works of penance.

IV.
Evangelism of Europe



A.
Willibrord (arrived 690 in Frisia from England)




1.
Early training in a monastery in Ripon, England




2.
Labored among the Frisians in Holland But many Frisians associated Willibrord with Frankish imperialism and baptism as submission to the Franks, nevertheless, Willibrord continued and saw Christianity established in south Holland before his death at 81.





B.
Winfrith (Boniface), the Apostle of the Germans 



(672 – 755 AD). 




1.
Went to aid Willibrord in Frisia in 716




2.
After Papal approval in 718 went to Germans 

3. Later appointed bishop and archbishop of Mainz


VI.
Hilda of Whitby

Founded a “community” at Whitby where she trained hundreds of monks.  She defended Celtic-Irish churches against Rome.  
Unlike Roman churches, C-I churches didn’t observe Easter on the same day and ran their churches under monks and nuns rather than bishops.  C-I churches became Roman in AD 664 after Synod of Whitby that same year.


VII.
Alcuin of York (AD 740-804)



A.
Charlemagne brought Alcuin to his court to aid in a 



revival of learning.



B.
Protested Charlemagne’s attempts to force Saxons to 


become Christians.

C.
Fought Spanish adoptionists (belief that the human Jesus was only a Son by adoption though in his divine nature was Son of God) in Aachen.

VIII. John Scotus Erigena, born ca. 800, Irish, invited 843 by Charles 
  the Bald to the headship of the palace school in Paris.  

  translated into Latin the Pseudo-Dionysian  (Christian Neo-
  Platonic) writings.  As a Christian Neo- Platonist, opposed the 
  Aristotelian theologians, “dialecticians.” Remember, Plato believed that the physical world contains copies of a divine form or ideal; whereas, Aristotle believed the physical world was the real world.  Universals existed in the physical objects themselves.



A.
Identity of true philosophy and true religion. appeal to authority is nothing other than an appeal to right reason (Periphyseon, I.511b).  Psalm 119:105—true wisdom comes from God’s word and the authority of the Fathers.
B. With Pseudo-Dionysius, insists that God alone “essentially exists.”  He is the “essence of all things.”
C.
Universals are the divine ideas– the only realities, and of 


which individual objects are the non-substantial copies.

D. Aristotelian methods of discussion. Though a neo-platonist, he was considered the “father” of the scholastic tradition which employed Aristotelian terminology.
-
IX.
Cluny

A reformation proceeded from the convent of Cluny in Burgundy, and affected the whole church.  Cluny was the center of the reformed Benedictine Convents.



A.
Founded by Berno in AD 910 as a second addition to 


another monastery that had attracted so many youths with 


his strict observance of the Benedictine Rule.



B.
Founded on land given by William the Pious, Duke of 


Aquitaine, William placed Cluny under the protection of 


the Pope to prevent his successors from corrupting and 


diverting its purpose.



C.
Berno agreed to take same reforming spirit of Cluny and 


reformed many other monasteries in the pattern of Cluny.
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